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Lay summary
The significance of effective interpersonal communication in healthcare is well established, as is the importance of overcoming language barriers. This has a particular bearing for minority language patients, where denying their language choice can compromise the quality of healthcare provision.  Bilingual healthcare practitioners offer opportunities to bridge language barriers in practice. Nevertheless, there is a lack of robust evidence concerning the way in which bilingual practitioners manage their languages in healthcare communication and the implications for facilitating language choice for patients. This exploratory study offers opportunities to develop methods of analysing healthcare discourse in the bilingual setting as a means of informing interpersonal communication with minority language speakers and establishing the evidence base for practice, education and policy in the healthcare context. Access has been granted to a readily available bilingual corpus, an element of which will form the main data set for this exploratory study. Using corpora of spoken and written language, salient features and patterns of language use amongst bilinguals will be examined to study emerging interpretations of bilingualism in everyday interactions. Accordingly, the study will establish sound methodological and analytical approaches that will provide the basis for the development of a wider proposal aimed at capturing ESRC funding to study speech accommodation in bilingual healthcare communication. 

